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a cord having a first end and a second end; 



first means coupled to the first end of the cord for selectively coupling to one of (i) a first 
temple of an eyeglass; and (ii) a first earpiece coupled to the first temple of the eyeglass^ 
w herein th e first earpiec e of th u eye glass is □cloctivoly received n n d- fctaincd withi fraehember-ftf 



second means coupled to the second end of the cord for selectively coupling to one of (i) 
a second temple of an eyeglass; and (ii) a second earpiece coupled to the second temple of the 



a-eha mbor of th e s e cond mean s- for s e lectively coupling whcrcLn each of the firsthand second 
mmns for selective ly coupling comprises a hollow member configured to rece ive an eyeglass 
f^rpWft Herein, wherein an op ening extends through the hollow member, the jjjaenjng 
comprising: 

(M a hole extending through the hollow member; and 
(B^ a slit extending through the hollow member, the s li t being orien t e d 
a djacent the hole . 

2. (Presently Amended) An eyeglass retainer as recited in cluim 1 , wherein the first 

means for selectively couplingt and the second means for selectively coupling comprise a first 
and second connector, respectively. 



in s for Defectiv el y coupling ; and 



eyeglass, 
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3. (Presently Amended) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 2, v/herein each of the 
openings is firot and oooond connectors has: 

(i) a- h ollow c hamber oon fi gir^ io rocQivo an oyoglaos ea rpioco thorcin; and 

(ii) an expandable opening communicating w Ulvthe-hotio w ohomb e p . 

4. (Original) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 1 , wherein adhesive connects the 
first and second ends of the cord to respective first and second connectors. 

5. (Original) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 1 , wherein ihc eyeglass retainer 
retains an eyeglass on the head of a wearer. 

6. (Original) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 1, wherein the eyeglass retainer 
suspends an eyeglass from the neck of a wearer. 

7. (Previously Amended) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 1 , wherein each 
means for coupling is non-integrally connected to its corresponding end of the cord. 
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8. 



(Presently Amended) 



An eyeglass retainer configured to retain an eyeglass in a 



desired position on the body of a user, th e o yoglaso having first an d-^e66fl44efflpte 
s e c o nd o arpip ccc cou p led to resp ec tive templ es; the eyeglass retainer comprising: 



*lf*Ct mill 




a cord having a first end and a second end; 

a first connector coupled to the first end of the cord; and 
a second connector coupled to the second end of the cord, wherein each of the first and second 
connectors is configured to selectively couple to one of (i) a temple of an eyeglass; and (ii) an 
earpiece of said eveplass . wherein each of the first and second conne ctors comprise a hollow 
member configured to receive an eyeglass earpiece ther e in, wherein an opening extends trough 
a wall of the hollow member, the hollow member configured such j hal the earpie ce can he 
selectively moved from within the hollow member through th e. opening. su ch that the temple oj 
the eveelass is mounted within the opening, wherein the hol low member grips the caipiece_when 
the earpiece is mounted within the hollow m ember and grips the temple when the temple is 
mounted within the opening . 

9. (Cancelled) 
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10. (Presently Amended) 



An eyeglass retainer configured to retain an eyeglass in a 



desired position on the body of a user, the eyeglass retainer comprising: 

a cord having a first end and a second end; 

a first connector coupled to the first end of the cord; and 

a second connector coupled to the second end of the cord, wherein each of the first and 
s econd connectors has: 



therein; and 

(ii) an opening communicating with the hollow chamber, the opening 
configured such that the eyeglass earpiece can be selectively moved from the chamber 
through the opening such that a tbetcmple of the eyeglass is mounted within the opening, 
wherein the opening has a hole having a slit adjacent thereto . 

1 1 . (Presently Amended) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 1 0, wherein each 



(i) a hollow chamber configured to receive and retain an eyeglass earpiece 



©pei- 




•t hereto the second connector has: 



(ii 



a hollow_chamber configured to receive an eyeglass earpiece therein: and 



(ii) an opening communicat in g with the hollow chamber,_t h e opening 
configured such that the eyeglass earpiece can be selective ly moved from the 



chamber through the opening such that a temple of the eye gl ass is mounted withi n 
the opening, wherein the opening comprises a hole having a slit adjacent thereto . 
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12. (Presently Amended) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim HML wherein the 
slit communicates with the hole, such that the slit expands as an earpiece extends through the 
hole. 

13. (Original) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 10, wherein the eyeglass retainer 
is configured such that the retainer connectors selectively grip at least one of: (i) first and second 
earpieces of an eyeglass; and (ii) first and second temples of an eyeglass. 
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14. (Presently Amended) An eyeglass retainer configured to retain an eyeglass in a desired 
position on the body of a user, the eyeglass having an eyeglass frame comprising a first temple, a 
first earpiece coupled to the first temple, a second temple, and a second earpiece coupled to the 
temple, the eyeglass retainer comprising: 

a cord having a first end and a second end; 

a first connector coupled to the first end of the cord; and 

a second connector coupled to the second end of the cord, wherein each of the first and 
second connectors has: 

(i) a tubular wall defining a hollow chamber configured to receive an eyeglass 

earpiece therein; and 

(ii) an opening extending through the tubular wall, the opening comprising: 

(A) a hole extending through the tubular wall; and 

(B) a slit extending through the tubular wall, the slit being oriented ailjaccnt 
the hole. 

15. (Original) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 14, wherein the slit and the hole are 
in communication with each other. 

1 6. (Original) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 14, wherein the slit expands as an 
earpiece that is larger than the hole extends through the opening. 
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17. (Presently Amended) An eyeglass retainer configured to retain an eyeglass in a desired 
position on the body of a user, the eyeglass having an eyeglass frame comprising a first temple, a 
first earpiece coupled to the first temple, a second temple, and a second earpiece coupled to the 
temple, the eyeglass retainer comprising: 

a cord having a first end and a second end; 

a first connector coupled to the first end of the cord; and 

a second connector coupled to the second end of the cord, wherein each of the first and 
second connectors has: 

(i) a tubular wall defining a hollow chamber configured to receive an eyeglass 
earpiece therein; esd 

a singl e f> \pnndnH» opening rottonding through th ^ab ular wall h olc exte nding 
throu g h the tubular wall: and 

Cut) a slit extending through the tubular wal l. 

1 8. (Presently Amended) A retainer as recited in claim 1 7, wherein - the e xpanda ble 
op o n in g of each conn ecte r compris e s: 

{A) a-h olo extending th r&ag h tho tubular wall; an d 

(B) a-s lit oxtending th ro ugh th e tubular wall,4 he-s lit communicati n g with tho hol e 

the slit communicates with the hole such that the slit expands as an earpiece that is la rger. than 
the hole that extends through the QBgnjng. 
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1 9. (Presently Amended) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 17-1-8. wherein the slit and 
the hole are in communication with each other. 

20. (Presently Amended) An eyeglass retainer as recited in claim 17-J-&, wherein the slit 
expands as an earpiece that is larger than the hole extends through the opening. 
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2 1 . (Presently Amended) An eyeglass r e tainer kit configured to enable the retention 

of an eyeglass in a desired position on the body of a user, the eyeglass r-etatae? kit comprising: 
an eyeglass having first and second temples and first and second earpieces coupled to 
respective temples; and 

an eyeglass retainer comprising: 

a cord having a first end and a second end; 
a first connector coupled to the first end of the cord; and 
a second connector coupled to the second end of the cord, wherein each o f the 
first and second connectors is configured: (i) to selectively receive and retain a temple of the 
eyeglass; and (ii) to selectively receive and retain an earpiece of said eyeglass , wherein th e 
first connector has (A) a hollow member configured to re ceive an eyeglass earpiece therein: 
and fB) an opening communicating with the hollow member such that the eyeglass earpiece 
can be selectively moved from the hollow member through the opening such that a temple of 
the eyeglass is mounted within the opening, the connec tor gripping the earpiece when the 
earpiece is mounted in the chamber and the connector grippin g t he temple when the te mple i s 
mounted within the opening . 
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22. (Presently Amended) A method for retaining an eyeglass in a desired position on the 
body of a user, the eyeglass having first and second temples and first and second earpieces 
coupled to respective temples, the method for retaining the eyeglass comprising: 
providing an eyeglass retainer comprising: 

a cord having a first end and a second end; 

a first connector coupled to the first end of the cord; and 

a second connector coupled to the second end of the cord, wherein each of the 

first and second connectors is configured (i) to selectively receive and retain a 

temple of the eyeglass; and (ii) to selectively receive and retain an earpiece of said 

eyeglass; and 

inserting first and second earpieces of an eyeglass into respective first and second 
connectors of the eyeglass retaine r, wherein each of the first and second connectors has a 
hole therein and a slit therein adjacent to the hole . 

23. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 22, further comprising selectively 
moving die first and second temples of the eyeglass through respective openings in the first and 
second connectors. 

24. (New) A kit as recited in claim 2 1 , wherein the first connector ha-> a hole therein and a 
slit therein adjacent to the hole, 

25 . (New) A kit as recited in claim 2 1 , wherein each of the first and second connectors has a 
hole therein and a slit therein adjacent to the hole. 
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26. (New) A kit as recited in claim 21 , wherein the connector frictionally grips the eyeglass 
when the temple is mounted within the opening. 
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